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In the title compound, C 18 H 14 O 2 , the dihedral angle between the phenyl and naphthyl ring systems is 21.8 (3) . The packing of molecules in the crystal structure is stabilized by weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For the preparation of 2-benzyloxy-1-naphthaldehyde, see: Quideau et al. (2001) . For synthetic use of the title compound, see: Knight & Little (2001 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
The title compound, 2-benzyloxy-1-naphthaldehyde, was obtained by benzylation of 2-hydroxy-1-naphthaldehyde with benzyl bromide (Quideau et al., 2001) and used for alkylation of position 4 in the naphthyl ring system. It has also been used for the intramolecular trapping of benzynes to yield some novel xanthenes (Knight & Little, 2001) .
In the title compound, C 18 H 14 O 2 , the dihedral angle between the phenyl and naphthyl ring systems is 21.8 (3)°. The packing of molecules in the crystal structure is stabilized by weak intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds.
Experimental
To a stirred solution of commercially available 2-hydroxy-1-naphthaldehyde (4.30 g, 25.0 mmol) in N,N-dimethylformamide (100.0 cm 3 ) was added potassium carbonate (3.82 g, 27.6 mmol) and benzyl bromide (3.0 cm 3 , 25.0 mmol), and the mixture was heated for 4 h at 90-100°C. The solution was filtered through celite and the solvent removed in vacuo. The residue was dissolved with Et 2 O (160 cm 3 ), washed with 1 M NaOH (110 cm 3 ), brine (2× 110 cm 3 ), and dried over Na 2 SO 4 . Evaporation of the solvent afforded the title compound as a light yellow powder (6.0 g, 91%). The melting point and the spectroscopic data of the title compound were consisted with the reported literature (Quideau et al., 2001) .
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined as riding, with C-H = 0.93-0.97Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). The values of R[F 2 >2σ(F 2 )] and wR(F 2 ) are 0.084 and 0.285, respectively; these high values may be due to the poor quality of the crystals. 
